
To Print

This document comprises all of the activities from the Winter Wildlife Activity Pack that need to 
be printed to be best enjoyed. It is designed as a printable accompaniment for the Winter Wildlife 
Activity Pack in order to save on printing costs and is not designed to be used as a standalone 
activity pack. You can download the full activity pack that accompanies this on our website at  
www.projectwildcic.com/activity-packs/.

To further save on print costs you can print this document in greyscale or black and white. We have 
left it in colour as for some people with visual impairments, it is easier to read text on a coloured 
background.

We hope you enjoy the activity pack and please show us your amazing creations by tagging us on  
social media (@projectwildcic) and using the hashtag #projectWILDwinter. Enjoy!
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Instructions:

Find the winter wildlife words from the list among the jumbled letters! 
When you find them, circle them on the grid and cross them off the list. 
The words are hidden forwards, backwards, up, down and even diagonally. 
So keep your eyes peeled to find all 13! (Correct answers on page 84)

Play! 

Winter Wordsearch

Equipment: 

Pen or Pencil

Words:

Robin

Snowdrop

Hare

Shrew

Fox

Barn Owl

Holly

Squirrel

Starling

Sparrow

Mistletoe

Partridge

Stoat
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Link to other activities: 

Want to find out more about the winter wildlife hidden in this wordsearch? Great! Check out 
the Creature Feature, Winter Wildlife Adaptations and the i-Spy for some fascinating facts! 

We would love to see all your  
amazing creations and adventures  
in nature! Share them with us  
using the hashtag:

#projectWILDwinter 29



Play! 

Boardgame

34



Play! 

Boardgame
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Play! 

Winter Scene  

Colouring In

10
mins
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Instructions:

1. Start at the entrance to the maze.

2. You have to make it to the centre without getting stuck.

3. You can’t go through the walls or the trees.

4. When you make it to the centre, your squirrel gets to eat, 
and you win!

5. You can check your answer on page 84

Play! 

Maze

Context:

During autumn, squirrels will 
bury supplies of food to make 
sure they have enough to 
survive the winter. But now 
it’s time for dinner and our 
squirrel has lost his food! 
He needs your help to find 
his hidden stash of nuts by 
completing the maze!
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Links to Other 

Activities:  
Find out more about 
how animals survive 
winter in our Winter 
Wildlife Adaptations 
or Creature Feature 
information sheets.

Top Tips: 

Use a pencil so if you 
get stuck you can rub 
it out and try again!

We would love to see all your  
amazing creations and adventures  
in nature! Share them with us  
using the hashtag:

#projectWILDwinter 39



Play! 

Crossword

1 2

3

4 5 6

7 8 9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16

17

18

19

20

Across

6. Common game birds 
with strong sexual 
dimorphism with males 
being brightly coloured 
(9)
7. Seasonal movement 
of animals (9)
9. The most common  
duck (7)
11. Plants that don’t 
lose their leaves in 
winter (9)
12. The process of 
animals going to sleep 
in the winter (11)
15. Semi-aquatic rodent 
often called a water rat 
(5,4)
18. The UK’s smallest 
bird, with a scientific 
name meaning king (9)
19. Mammal with a 
black-and-white-striped 
face (6)
20. The act of 
producing or 
depositing eggs in 
aquatic creatures (8)

Down

1. Small bird similar in  
size and shape to a chaffinch. Males have a  
black head, orange breast and white belly (9)
2. Plant with white berries that lovers customarily kiss 
under (9)
3. Migration of a certain fish to the river where they 
were born in order to spawn and die (6,3)
4. Semi-aquatic marine mammal that gives birth to pups 
in the winter (4)

5. Bird with strong bill for drilling and drumming on  
trees (10)
8. Phenomenon where hundreds or even thousands of 
starlings fly in intricately coordinated patterns (11)
10. Toxic plant flowering in late winter that shares its 
name with a character in Scooby-Doo (6)
13. Small, spiny mammal that hibernates in the winter (8)
14. Large mammal with antlers (8)
16. Evergreen tree with pointed leaves that is often used 
as a Christmas tree (4)
17. Seed of an oak tree (5)
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Play! 

Winter Wildlife  

i-Spy

Context:

There are many animals and plants that remain 
active through winter or even in some cases are 
only active during winter. Why not see how many 
of the animals, plants and signs below you can 
find? Get outside and explore lots of places to 
see if you can find them all! You can even make it 
a competition with friends and family to see who 
gets the most points by the end of the winter!

Links to other activities:

You can encourage more birds and even 
squirrels to your garden with our craft 
activities: Make a Bird Feeder, Make a 
Bird Bath, Make Your Own Bird Food 
and Make a Squirrel Feeder. You can also 
find out more about some of our wildlife in 
winter in our Information sheets: Creature 
Feature and Winter Wildlife Adaptations.

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Buzzard

Buteo buteo
Blackbird

Turdus merula
Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

The buzzard is our most 
common bird of prey. 
Winter is a good time to 
look for them as they can 
be seen perched in the 
bare trees! They can vary 
in colour from dark brown 
to mottled white and 
brown. When in flight, look 
out for the fan shaped tail.

One of our most common 
birds, this should be an 
easy spot whether in the 
garden or on a walk. They 
have a wingspan of about 
36cm and whilst the males 
are black with yellow 
beaks, females are actually 
brown all over!

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Goldcrest

Regulus regulus 
Coal Tit

Periparus ater 
Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

The goldcrest is our 
smallest bird species, so 
sharpen those eyes and 
look for the distinctive 
golden “crown” They are 
fond of feeding on small 
insects and spiders in 
amongst conifer trees so 
keep your eyes on those 
needled evergreens!

These little birds have 
distinctive black caps, grey 
backs and white patches 
on the neck. In Winter 
they join other Tit species 
to form roaming flocks 
and are frequent visitors 
to bird feeders in the 
garden!

Points:  3

Points:  2

Points:  1

Points:  2
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Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Mallard

Anas platyrhynchos
Jay

Garrulus glandarius 
Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

Our most common and 
widespread duck. There 
are more here in winter as 
many mallards that breed 
in Iceland and Northern 
Europe overwinter in the 
UK. Anywhere with a body 
of water presents a good 
opportunity to spot these 
handsome birds!

Present throughout the 
UK other than Northern 
Scotland. Most often seen 
in autumn, so you’ll have 
to work hard to spot one 
in winter. Best place to 
spot these birds is on a 
woodland walk. Look out 
for the blue patch on the 
wing and listen for the 
screeching call!

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Starling

Sturnus vulgaris
Robin

Erithacus rubecula
Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

Type: Bird 
Active: All Year

Starlings are present all 
year, but their numbers 
grow considerably in winter. 
Huge flocks form in autumn 
and winter and move in 
a mesmerising displays 
called murmurations! They 
are slightly smaller than 
blackbirds but appear more 
glossy and often speckled.

The UK’s favourite bird and 
commonly associated with 
Christmas. Their orange 
chest feathers have led to 
us calling them “robin red-
breasts”. Wherever you are 
in the country, you have a 
good chance of spotting 
these birds!

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Cellar Spider

Pholcidae spp.
Waxwing

Bombycilla garrulus
Type: Arachnid 
Active: All Year

Type: Bird 
Active: Oct-Apr

There are three species of 
cellar spider in the uk (and 
over 1800 worldwide!) but the 
most common is the Daddy 
Long-legs Spider (Pholcus 
phalangioides). These spiders 
are harmless to humans but 
eat lots of pests in our houses, 
including giant house spiders! 
Check dark corners in your 
home for this spider.

Waxwings do not breed in 
the UK but migrate here 
for the winter. They initially 
arrive on the East coast 
but as the winter goes on 
they move inland in search 
of the berries they feed 
on. The yellow tipped tail 
and head crest make them 
easy to identify… but only 
if you can find one!

Points:  1Points:  1

Points:  1Points:  5

Points:  1Points:  4
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Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Fox

Vulpes vulpes
Common Shrew

Sorex araneus
Type: Mammal 
Active: All Year

Type: Mammal 
Active: All Year

One of the country’s top 
predators and one you 
are just as likely to see 
in a town or city as in 
the wilderness! They are 
crepuscular, meaning they 
are most active at dawn 
and dusk. An early morning 
walk through a town park 
may give you the best 
chance of an encounter.

Common shrews have tri-
coloured coats with dark 
brown backs, pale brown 
sides and whitish bellies. 
Their pointed snouts are 
their most notable feature. 
In winter, they shrink in 
size to reduce their energy 
needs. Look out for them 
foraging along hedgerows 
and in woodlands.

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Winter Moth

Operophtera brumata
Grey Squirrel

Sciurus carolinensis
Type: Insect 
Active: Oct-Jan

Type: Mammal 
Active: All Year

Only the males of this 
species can fly and they 
are one of only a few moth 
species that are able to cope 
with freezing temperatures. 
They are attracted to 
light so checking near 
streetlamps or heading out 
with a bright torch can help 
you find these!

The grey squirrel is not 
a native species and was 
introduced from North 
America in the 1890’s. This 
has unfortunately led to a 
decline in our native red 
squirrels throughout their 
range. Squirrels are often 
seen scampering between 
trees in woodlands and 
urban environments.

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

European Alder

Alnus glutinosa
Silverfish

Lepisma saccharina
Type: Tree 
Active: All Year

Type: Insect 
Active: All Year

These conical trees grow 
to almost 30m and are 
common on moist ground 
along rivers and wetlands. 
They are most easily 
identified in winter by their 
catkins. The female catkins 
look like tiny pinecones and 
stay on the tree all year 
round.

Silverfish are fast moving 
flightless insects with a shiny 
metallic appearance. They 
have long antennae and a 
three-pronged tail. They like 
humid environments so are 
most likely to be found in 
your kitchen or bathroom 
and generally come out 
after dark.

Points:  3Points:  3

Points:  2Points:  1

Points:  1Points:  2
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Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Mistletoe

Vulpes vulpes
Holly

Ilex aquifolium
Type: Plant 
Active: All Year

Type: Plant 
Active: All Year

Mistletoe is hemiparasitic 
– it grows in the branches 
of other trees and steals 
some of it’s food from 
them. It is easy to spot as 
distinctive clumps in the 
bare branches of trees 
in winter. Most common 
in the South and West of 
England, and in Wales. 

This unmistakable plant 
has shiny, spiky leaves and 
grows bright red berries. 
The berries are a good 
food source for many 
birds but they are toxic to 
humans, so be careful!

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Snowdrops

Galanthus nivalis
Silver Birch

Betula pendula
Type: Plant 
Active: Jan-Mar

Type: Tree 
Active: All Year

One of the first signs of 
spring, snowdrops have 
white bell-shaped flowers. 
They prefer damp soil, such 
as along riverbanks and in 
woods, but can also been 
seen in gardens and parks. 
Common across the UK, 
they grow in clusters up to 
6 inches tall.

Easily identified in winter 
by its outer bark, which 
is white all year round. 
Silver birch is often 
planted in gardens and 
parks but can be found 
in many habitats. It can 
survive in a wide range 
of temperatures and is 
found across the UK.

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Herald of Winter

Hygrophorus hypothejus
Turkeytail

Trametes versicolor
Type: Fungi 
Active: Aug-Dec

Type: Fungi 
Active: All Year

The herald of winter is said 
to signal the beginning of 
winter and can be found late 
in the year, the best time 
to find them is Sept-Nov. It 
prefers acidic soil under pine 
trees in woodland. The cap 
is an olive-brown colour and 
can appear wet and shiny. 
The stem and gills are yellow.

The turkeytail is common 
throughout the UK in 
woodlands, growing on both 
live trees and dead wood. It 
is a bracket fungus that forms 
tiered, semi-circular caps 
that have concentric rings of 
colour. They can be brown, 
yellow, great, black, green or 
even purple! The outer ring is 
always pale in colour. 

Points:  3Points:  1

Points:  1Points:  1

Points:  4Points:  2
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Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Rabbit 

Droppings

Deer Antlers Type: Indicator 
Active: All Year

Type: Indicator 
Active: All Year

Droppings are left in 
clusters of little, hard, 
round balls. Usually brown 
in colour, and are full of 
grass. They can be found 
in almost all habitats, 
especially in grasslands, 
fields and farms. Anywhere 
you can find rabbits, you 
can find rabbit droppings!

Different species of deer 
shed their antlers at different 
times of year. Roe deer shed 
at the start of winter, whist 
Red, Fallow and Sika deer 
shed in Spring. They look 
a lot like branches making 
them very difficult to spot. 
Searching places where deer 
jump fences or ditches may 
increase your odds!

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Owl PelletDeer Prints Type: Indicator 
Active: All Year

Type: Indicator 
Active: All Year

Because owls swallow their 
prey whole, they cough up 
parts of their food that they 
cannot digest, such as bones 
and fur. If you break them 
open, you can see what the 
owl has been eating! Look 
at the base of places where 
an owl might perch, like 
fence posts and benches!

Deer have two ‘toes’, called 
cleaves, on each hoof. These 
leave distinct and unmistakable 
prints in all but the hardest 
ground. You’ll often spot 
them in soft, muddy ground 
alongside fields. It is easy to 
mistake them with sheep or 
goat prints, so be sure you 
aren’t in a sheep field when 
you find them!

Spotted? ...............Spotted? ...............

Wasp Nests

Vespula spp.
Pigeon Feather

Columba spp.
Type: Indicator 
Active: All Year

Type: Indicator 
Active: All Year

Wasp nests are made of 
chewed wood pulp and 
saliva, giving them a distinct 
papery look and feel. The 
wasps build their nests in 
spring but are gone by the 
end of summer. Look for 
wasp nests in sheds, garages, 
in the eaves of houses and 
in deep, dense bushes.

In the UK we have 5 species 
of pigeon and dove that 
you are likely to encounter. 
Urban Rock doves (feral 
pigeons) and Woodpigeons 
are most commonly 
encountered and their 
feathers are often easy to 
find when out for a walk!

Points:  1Points:  5

Points:  4Points:  2

Points:  3Points:  1
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Hopefully you have followed our guides to make a suet ball or a bird 
feeder to attract birds to your garden.

Now watch your garden every day to look for birds and make a tally 
of them below. Some common birds have been suggested but you 
should write in others that you see.

Worksheets 

Bird Feeder Tally

Species of Bird Number of them seen

e.g. Robin

Link to other activities:

This worksheet directly links to the Make a Bird Feeder and Make Your Own Bird Food 
activities. If you haven’t been there yet, complete one of those activities and come back!

72



Bar Graph: 

After you’ve watched the birds for some time (we would 
suggest checking 3 times a day for a few minutes over a week), 
you could make your tally into a bar graph. This will help you 
see which birds are the most common in your garden or area.

Write the names of the birds you’ve seen at the bottom of 
your graph and numbers along the side. 

Worksheets 

Bird Feeder Tally

......

......

......

......

......

0

Robin

......

Species of Bird

N
u

m
b
e
r
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h
e
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e
e
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Top Tip!

Remember that you need to  
fit in all of the birds you’ve 
seen, so you might count up 
the y-axis in ones, twos or 
even threes if you have a  
really busy garden.
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Record your results of the Mouldy Bread Experiment by estimating how 
much mould has grown in each of your experiments. 100% means the bread is 
completely covered in mould and 0% means there is no mould at all. 50% would 
be when you can see the same amount of mould as you can bread. There are 
spaces in the table for multiple attempts or different people.

Worksheets 

Mouldy Bread  

Experiment

Surface Touched

Control Dirty Hands .................. .................. .................. ..................

% Mould 

Covering
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Questions to think about: 

1. Which of your experiments grew the least mould?

2. Which of your experiments grew the most mould?

3. Why do you think this is? Think about what you touched the bread to before 
you put it into the bag.

4. Did your control grow mould even though it wasn’t touched much? Why do 
you think this is? Where could the mould have come from?

You can compare the results of your different surfaces by creating a bar graph:

Worksheets 

Mouldy Bread  

Experiment

75

50

25

0

Control Dirty Hands .................. .................. .................. ..................
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Surface Touched

%
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Instructions:

1. List the people taking part in your experiment down the left-hand side under the ‘Participant’ heading.

2. List your materials across the second row, next to the ‘No Material’ category.

3. When your participant says how cold their hand feels, write the number (1-10) in the box next to their 
name under that material. Remember, 1 = not cold at all, 10 = really cold!

4. If you add up all the numbers that you’ve written in each column, the material with the highest total 
is the worst at keeping your hand warm and the material with the lowest number is the best and 
therefore the best insulator.

5. You can also work out each material’s average score by dividing the total by the number of participants. 

Worksheets 

Experiment Results for the 

Winter Glove Experiment

Materials

No material
........................... ........................... ........................... ...........................

Participant

1. ............................

2. ............................

3. ............................

4. ............................

Total

Average
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We would love to see all your  
amazing creations and adventures  
in nature! Share them with us  
using the hashtag:

#projectWILDwinter 76



Worksheets 

Treasure Hunt Worksheet

1. Make a list of each object you are trying to find in the column on the left.

2. Decide how many points each object is worth (or you can have them all worth the same).

3. Fill in the names of each person playing.

4. Record when someone finds one of the objects on your list under their name.

5. At the end of the game, add up the total number of points each person scored to find out 
who is the winner!

Use this worksheet to keep track of your scores when playing the Treasure Hunt game.

Object Points

Players Name

........................ ........................ ........................ ........................ ........................

Total 

Points
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