
Top Tip:

Words in bold italics  
are in the glossary.

Context: 

Wildlife photography is a great way to learn 
about what lives on your doorstep and 
develop an appreciation for the amazing 
natural world around you. It takes a lot of 
patience and practice, but the more you 
practice, the better you will get. Here are 
some handy tips to help you get started, 
whether you’re using a basic digital camera, 
a phone camera, or even a fancy DSLR or 
mirrorless camera! 

Ethical Photography:

It is important to remember to be respectful of your 
environment and the animals and plants in it when 
photographing nature. It may be tempting to get as 
close as you can to your subject, or even handle it 
to position it in a way you like. But by keeping your 
distance, your subject will be happy and you will have 
a better chance of photographing an animals natural 
behaviour too!

You may need to search around for an interesting 
subject. If you move anything, such as a log or rock, 
remember to carefully put it back as you found it. It 
could be somebody’s home and just think how you 
might feel if someone took the roof off your home  
and didn’t put it back!

We also must be conscious not to leave any litter 
behind that could entrap and hurt an animal. Take  
all your rubbish home with you!

“Take nothing but photographs, leave nothing  
  but footprints.”

Finding The Shot

If you’re lucky enough to have a back garden, this is a great place 
to start! Have a look at what plants and insects you can find 
here. Get in close. What might seem like a boring place you have 
been in many times, could be full of life! If you’re struggling to 
find something, why not try making a bird feeder or bird bath 
from the activities in this pack to attract some birds?

Your local park or nature reserve is another great place to 
explore. What animals can you find here? You may hear them 
before you see them - so try to be quiet! Also remember there 
are more than animals to be seen and photographed. Can you 
show off the plants in the area, or the habitat you are in? See 
what interesting things you can find.

Links to Other Activities: 

Don’t forget to enter our Wildlife 
Photography Competition. Details for 
which can be found on our website at 
www.projectwildcic.com/get-involved

This guide has been taken from our 
Winter Wildlife Activity Pack, details 

of which can be found on our website at: 
www.projectwildcic.com/activity-packs
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Setting Up The Shot

Now you’ve found your subject, 
you need to think about how 
to show it off best. The way you 
compose your image can make a 
huge difference to its impact and 
meaning. A well composed image 
can invoke emotion and tell a story. 
Try some of these tips out…

Image copyright: Nicholas Atherton

Image copyright: Nicholas Atherton

Creating Depth

We live in a 3D space, but photos 
are only 2D. To add the illusion of 
depth to your photos, compose 
your shot with a fore, middle and 
background. Look for places with 
lots of potential subjects to practice 
this, for example trees in a forest!

Practice! - Try using a shallow depth 
of field. This is where only a small 
range of your image is in focus. 
Look at the image of the sika deer 
again (rule of thirds). Notice how 
the deer is in focus but the trees in 
the background are blurry? This is 
another way of adding depth.

Rule of thirds

Rather than trying to frame your subject in the centre of 
the image, place it roughly one third of the way along the 
photograph. Some cameras and phones will show you a grid to 
help you position your subject in the frame. Take a look at this 
sika deer as an example.

Practice! - Find something that doesn’t move, like a flower. Try 
taking pictures of it in different places in the frame - the middle, 
the side. Get close and fill the frame with it, then take a photo 
from far away. What composition made that object look better? 
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Get Eye-Level 

The eyes are how we connect to 
others and animals are no exception. 
Try and get to eye level with your 
animal. If it’s small, like a rabbit, you may 
need to get on the floor! Remember, 
when photographing animals or people, 
having the eyes in focus is a priority!

Natural Framing

Can you find elements to create a 
frame around your subject? Try looking 
through a gap in the trees or a hole in 
a wall with your subject in the middle. 
Take a look at this photo where the 
red deer is framed by the trees above, 
helping to draw your eye clearly to it.

Changing Perspective

We’re so used to seeing the world from 
our own perspective, meaning the height 
that we usually stand at. Try playing with 
different angles. If you shoot from the 
ground looking up, you can give the 
impression of looking from a ‘bug’s eye 
view’. What else can you think of?

Practice! - Find any tree. It might look 
like an ordinary tree at first, but try 
photographing it from different angles 
and you will reveal much more. Could 
you go underneath and photograph up? 
In the winter, the empty branches can 
create beautiful patterns against the sky. 
Maybe a close up of the bark, does it have 
interesting patterns?
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Leading lines

Our eyes naturally follow lines in 
an image. Are there any in your 
environment that you can use to 
direct attention to something when 
people look at your photo? Maybe 
a wall, a fence or a pathway? The 
road below, although not natural, 
provides clear leading lines that 
draw your eyes through the image.

Negative Space

Sometimes, a busy background can take away 
from your subject. Have a go at isolating your 
subject by surrounding it with negative space 
or a lack of anything in the background. This 
can help draw the eye to your subject or give a 
sense of loneliness or isolation. A snowy day is 
perfect for this!
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Lighting

Do you want to take your photos to the next level and get amazing 
shots? Once you feel like you understand how to compose your shot 
beautifully, try thinking about the light. 

Without getting too clever, you can improve your photos by thinking 
about when you go out to take them. Look at how the colours change 
as the sun moves across the sky. When it is lower, we get soft shadows 
whereas when the sun is high in the sky, it can be quite harsh. 

Winter is a great time to take photos as the sun is lower in the sky and 
sunrise and sunset occur later and earlier respectively. This means you 
can get photos at lots of different times of the day without getting up 
really early or staying out really late. To take even more advantage of 
this, try photographing during the golden hours, the hour after sunrise or 
before sunset; or the blue hours, an hour before sunrise or after sunset. 
Make sure you’re not out alone when it’s dark! 

Hopefully this article has given you some useful tips to get started on your 
wildlife and nature photography journey! Just remember that practice is key. 
Photographers can take thousands of photos to get that one perfect shot. The 
more you get out and explore the natural world around you, the better you will 
get at finding and photographing beautiful landscapes and animals! Good luck on 
your photography journey!

Practice! - Choose something close to your home, such as a tree in 
the garden. Take the same photo of it every few hours during the day, 
starting early in the morning until just after sunset. Look at all of these 
photos together. What do you notice about the way the light falls? Does 
it change the atmosphere? Are there shadows? Which is your favourite?
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We would love to see all your  
amazing creations and adventures  
in nature! Share them with us  
using the hashtag:

#projectWILDwinter 5


